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State Agronomist to Share Belarus

No-Till Experience at Annual Meeting

Natural Resources
Conservation Service State Agronomist
Jerry Grigar, will present a program on
his April 2006 visit to Belarus, where
he provided technical assistance on
no-till farming to Belarusian farmers,
at the Washtenaw County
Conservation District 59 Annual
Meeting.

The Annual Meeting will be
held Thursday, January 25, 2007,
6:30 p.m. at the Washtenaw County
Farm Council Grounds, 5055 Ann
Arbor-Saline Road. The public is
welcome to attend.

Mr. Grigar traveled to
Belarus as a volunteer through the
Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs
Agribusiness Volunteer program.
CNFA is a non-profit organization
dedicated to stimulating economic
growth in emerging and developing
world markets.

A butffet dinner will open the
evening. Cost is $9.00 for adults and
$5.00 for children 12 and undet.

Reservations for the dinner
are needed, but payment can be
made at the doot. To make your
reservations, call the District
Office at (734) 761-6721 x 5, by
January 19, 2007.

Award Presentations

The meeting program will
also include presentation of the 2006
Conservation Farmer of the Year and
Tree Conservationist Awards.

Conservation Farmer of the Year
Donald Korte of Bridgewater
Township will be presented the
“Walter Wolfgang Memorial”
Conservation Farmer of the year

award for his conservation farming
efforts—including 32 years on
continuous no-till, grade stabilization
structures and waterways to control
surface water drainage, filter strips
along the Bridgewater Drain, and
woodlot management.

Don has participated in the
Rural Clean Water Program Saline
Valley Project, and Conservation
Security Program.

He has also been active for
many years in Farm Bureau, the
Michigan Soybean Promotion
Committee, and the Michigan and
American Soybean Associations.

Tree Conservationist Award

Grant Howard, also of
Bridgewater Township, will be
presented the 2006 Tree
Conservationist Award for his tree
planting efforts.

Grant has planted between
17,000 and 19,000 trees since 1997,
including pine, spruce, and a variety
of hardwood and shrub species.

His plantings are for wildlife
habitat, reforestation, erosion control
and his personal commitment to the
land and future generations.

Grant has also planted field
windbreaks, riparian forest buffers,
filter strips, and native prairie grasses
and wildflowers. Many of these
plantings were through the
Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program, and on his own.

District Director Election

There will not be an election
of district directors at this year’s
annual meeting as no director terms
are expiring.



Forestry Niche
by ANDY HENRIKSEN, District Forester

Forestry Assistance Program
Annual Report

The Forestry Assistance
Program has been providing technical
assistance to landowners in Lenawee,
Monroe, Washtenaw and Wayne
Counties on forestry and wildlife
management issues since 1996.

2006 Accomplishments

This past year, 476 landowners
in Lenawee, Monroe, Washtenaw, and
Wayne Counties received technical
assistance on over 2,000 acres. Many of
these landowners were interested in an
assessment of standing timber on their
property and in learning about the
timber sale process. Other landowners
were interested in improving the
wildlife habitat on their land, and
sought out management planning
assistance for reforestation, windbreak
planting, prairie grass establishment, or
forest stand improvement. Twenty-six
landowners received a comprehensive
written plan, to assist with their
management on 658 acres.

Ten public presentations were
presented to 625 attendees in 2000.
These included two guided hikes at
Sharon Hills Presetve, and two “Tree
Selection and Planting” workshops.

Emerald Ash Borer

Not surprisingly, for the past
few years, Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)
has been a major focus of forestry

efforts in Southeast Michigan. To
many landowners, dead ash trees in the
woodlot represent lost timber income;
to others, a dead tree in the front yard
translates to a significant unplanned
removal expensive. Perhaps even more
significant is shocking change to the
look and feel of one’s property that
accompanies the rapid decline of an
important tree, \

ot the loss of a
significant
component of
your forest.

This pest is responsible for, at
least temporarily, the loss of three
major tree species from the native
landscape. Often ash trees exist as a
lesser component of a complex
collection of tree species, but in some
woodlots, ash trees can comprise 70%
or more of the canopy. It is estimated
that more than 10 million ash trees have
been killed in Southeast Michigan alone.

Unfortunately, due to the
over-saturation of the ash timber
market, and due to the quarantine
restrictions on moving ash wood, it has
been difficult for landowners to salvage
any timber value from EAB-killed
wood.

There are a few silver linings
to this otherwise devastating problem.
First, it seems that this widespread
disturbance has, in a sense, reengaged
landowners in the active management
of the forest resources. Mote
landowners are carefully considering
their management options and seeking
the advice of professionals.
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Think Habitat!

For information on establishing food or habitat plots for pheasants and other wildlife,

Additionally, sparked by the
large number of trees in need of
removal, there are now more options
for wood utilization. Many tree
services have portable sawmills that can
be brought on site to do custom milling
for landowners, even for a small
number of logs. Several landowners
that I have worked with have had
flooring, cabinetry, or millwork created
from trees removed from their
property. Others have had the wood
milled, and plan to sell it to a third
patty.

Ecologically, the rapid loss of
trees actually may have some benefit, in
certain cases. Oak trees, for example,
reproduce poorly in dense forest shade.
In an undisturbed forest, over time, it is
common to see the oak population
diminish, and other, more shade
tolerant trees (sugar maple, for
instance) thrive. However, where ash
trees, as a lesser component to the
forest are lost, the resulting increased
sunlight can benefit the more dominant
oak species, by stimulating their
regeneration.

This little green beetle has
presented many unique challenges to
forest management. While the first
wave of damage has for the most part
passed through this area, the long term
consequences are yet to be seen.

As always, I encourage any
landowners with questions relating to
forest management or wildlife habitat
to contact me anytime. My e-mail
address is
andy.henriksen(@mi.nacdnet.net, and
my phone number is 734-761-
6721x112. T hope to hear from youl!

call Steve Schneider at (734) 662-2522, or write:
Washtenaw County Chapter, Pheasants Forever
P.O. Box 3478, Ann Arbor, M| 48106-3478
Web Site: www.washtenawpf.org
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2006 Groundwater
Education Program

Lisa Perschke completed her
service term as the AmeriCorps
Groundwater Educator for Washtenaw,
Lenawee, and Monroe Counties in July,
2006. During that time, Lisa was able to
reach 3,367 adults and 3,308 youth through
vatious educational programs.

Presentations were made to adult
groups, such as Kiwanis, Master Gardeners
and Concordia University’s Lifelong
Learning Group. She also coordinated
with environmental professionals from
Monroe and Washtenaw Counties to
collaboratively present groundwater
stewardship practices at two Water Quality
Workshop Series.

Youth education included
groundwater presentations in many
classrooms and to 4-H groups with water
quality games, environmental display
events and a school-wide water festival.

“I believe I have made some
positive impact on the lives of many
people in the tri-county area through the
AmeriCorps Volunteer position. I have
taught many people about water quality
and ways they can improve our water
resource. I have also learned many new

Groundwater Gab

Michigan Groundwater Stewardship Program

things from those I have interacted with.
We are all capable of making a difference
in protecting and utilizing our natural
resources wisely, starting with our own
actions,” said Lisa.

Lisa is continuing to serve the
community following her AmerCorps
Volunteer service time, as a storm water
detention pond inspector for the City of
Ann Arbor, and as a core volunteer
steward with the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources.

2006 Agricultural
Groundwater Assistance

The agricultural component of
the MGSP achieved some excellent results
this year, through the efforts of
Groundwater Technician, Amy Gilhouse.
In the three county program area, 30
Farm*A*Systs, 20 Crop*A*Systs, and 27
abandoned wells were decommissioned
(see Assistance Provided, page 6, for
Washtenaw County numbers completed).

A total of $11,000 in cost share
funds were distributed for well closures,
emergency spill kits, and Michigan
Agticulture Environmental Assurance
Program (MAEAP) incentives.

Amy focused on assisting and
encouraging producers with MAEAP
verification in 2006 with three farms
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becoming MAEAP-verified, and over 40
producers working toward verification.

Three producers in Washtenaw
County began work on MAEAP
verification in 2000.

Amy also made a number of
presentations on groundwater and
MAEAP at a variety of fairs, agronomy
days, and other events during 2000,
including in Washtenaw County: the
Chelsea, Manchester & Saline community
fairs, Rural Education Days, the district
annual meeting, and several agronomy
programs.

FY 2007 Groundwater
Program

October brought a new
AmeriCorps Member, Aistis Tumas, to the
three-county MGSP area. Alistis is from
Wisconsin, and a recent graduate of
Carleton College, Northfield, Minnesota,
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in
Chemistry. Aistis looks forward to helping
people understand the issues surrounding
groundwater use and stewardship.

To set up a FREE presentation
about various groundwater topics, or to
learn more about groundwater or the free
& confidential Home*A*Syst, call Aistis at
the Washtenaw County Conservation
District, phone: (734) 761-6721 x 101.

GreenStone Farm Credit Services

Intermediate and short term
Credit Programs designed to
meet the needs of your farm
operation.

Long term farm and rural
home real estate mortgages
for land, housing, building
construction, remodeling or
refinancing.

Ann Arbor Office

3645 Jackson Road
P.O.Box 2119
Ann Arbor, MI 48106
(734) 769-2411

Conservation Update

2006 Annual Report




DEXTER MILL
3515 Central Street
Dexter MI 48130
(734) 426-4621

The RC&D Council has been
busy implementing several Ash Utilization
Options grants they received through the
U.S. Forest Service. The program
promotes “value added uses” of ash wood
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removed as patt of the State’s Emerald
Ash Borer quarantine efforts. Jessica
Simons (Natural Resource Specialist) has
been working with the Council to
implement this highly successful program.
For additional information, please visit the
Council’s web site at www.semircd.org.

During this past year, NRCS has
provided assistance to local sponsoring
entities, who were applying for USDA
Farm and Ranchland Protection Program
(FRPP) funding. The program offers
matches to local monies, for the purpose
of purchasing development rights (PDR)
for farms. Specifically, the NRCS provided
technical assistance to Pittsfield, Scio and
Webster Townships, and the City of Ann
Arbor, with verifications of prime
agricultural soils on seven PDR
applications.

Approved resource management
system conservation plans (RMS) were
developed for four farms, prior to their
PDR agreements being finalized. The local
sponsoring entity for three of them was
the City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt Program,
and one was for the Washtenaw Land
Trust. An RMS conservation plan is
required, prior to agreement closing, when
FRPP funds are utilized to purchase
development rights.

Approved conservation plans
were completed for the Frazee Preserve
and the Leonard Preserve, at the request of
Washtenaw County, through their Natural
Areas Preservation Program.

The NRCS and our valued
Conservation District partner are looking
forward to meeting your conservation
planning and practice application needs for
the coming year.

FEED, SEED
ANIMAL HEALTH
& FARM SUPPLIES
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