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 Natural Resources 
Conservation Service State Agronomist 
Jerry Grigar, will present a program on 
his April 2006 visit to Belarus, where 
he provided technical assistance on 
no-till farming to Belarusian farmers, 
at the Washtenaw County 
Conservation District 59th Annual 
Meeting.   

The Annual Meeting will be 
held Thursday, January 25, 2007, 
6:30 p.m. at the Washtenaw County 
Farm Council Grounds, 5055 Ann 
Arbor-Saline Road.  The public is 
welcome to attend. 

  Mr. Grigar traveled to 
Belarus as a volunteer through the 
Citizens Network for Foreign Affairs 
Agribusiness Volunteer program.  
CNFA is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to stimulating economic 
growth in emerging and developing 
world markets. 

A buffet dinner will open the 
evening.  Cost is $9.00 for adults and 
$5.00 for children 12 and under.   

Reservations for the dinner 
are needed, but payment can be 
made at the door.  To make your 
reservations, call the District 
Office at (734) 761-6721 x 5, by 
January 19, 2007. 
 
Award Presentations 

The meeting program will 
also include presentation of the 2006 
Conservation Farmer of the Year and 
Tree Conservationist Awards. 
 
Conservation Farmer of the Year 

Donald Korte of Bridgewater 
Township will be presented the 
“Walter Wolfgang Memorial” 

award for his conservation farming 
efforts—including 32 years on 
continuous no-till, grade stabilization 
structures and waterways to control 
surface water drainage, filter strips 
along the Bridgewater Drain, and 
woodlot management.   

Don has participated in the 
Rural Clean Water Program Saline 
Valley Project, and Conservation 
Security Program. 

He has also been active for 
many years in Farm Bureau, the 
Michigan Soybean Promotion 
Committee, and the Michigan and 
American Soybean Associations. 
 
Tree Conservationist Award 
 Grant Howard, also of 
Bridgewater Township, will be 
presented the 2006 Tree 
Conservationist Award for his tree 
planting efforts.   
 Grant has planted between 
17,000 and 19,000 trees since 1997, 
including pine, spruce, and a variety 
of hardwood and shrub species.   

His plantings are for wildlife 
habitat, reforestation, erosion control 
and his personal commitment to the 
land and future generations.   

Grant has also planted field 
windbreaks, riparian forest buffers, 
filter strips, and native prairie grasses 
and wildflowers.  Many of these 
plantings were through the 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program, and on his own. 
 
District Director Election 

There will not be an election 
of district directors at this year’s 
     A Waste Knot Partner  Conservation Farmer of the year 
annual meeting as no director terms 
are expiring. 




